


A dynamic method of composing a photo –

and which is more pleasing to the eye – is to 

have a diagonal line running through the 

photo, from corner to corner or from about 

1/3 down from the top to 1/3 up from the 

bottom.



Strong diagonal lines provide a sense of 

movement and speed, and add drama to a 

composition. A diagonal arrangement of the 

main subject appeals more to the eye than a 

perfectly horizontal or vertical placement. Our 

eyes naturally favor the non-traditional 

arrangement of lines.



The line could be a street, a fence rail, a 

road, a shoreline, etc. - anything which 

creates a line or division in the picture.



Whether the line rises or falls creates 

different feelings about the photo. If a 

line descends into the picture from top 

left to bottom right, something appears to 

be entering the picture – more positive 

feeling.
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If the line rises from bottom left to top 

right, something appears to be leaving 

the picture – more negative feeling.



Use these concepts to create specific 

feelings in your photographs.





































Assignment 2
• Work with a partner; i.e., group of 2.

• Take a camera and go take 10 photos of  places/situations 
in which there are diagonal lines.

• Make sure you get at least 5 photos of a line descending 
into the picture from the left, and the other rising to the 
right.

• When you return, download your photos to your 
Photography folder, view them, and keep only your five 
best shots of each direction (four photos in total).  Name 
these “diagonal1”, “diagonal2”, “diagonal3”, and 
“diagonal4”etc.


